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will begin to outline a theoretical framework suited to defining
and evaluating the impact of festivals on film historiography.
Even though the space limitations of this article make it unsuit-
able for putting such a framework to the test by means of a
complete analysis, we will nonetheless try to make a few remarks
about a very particular case, I/ cinema ritrovato in Bologna, a
film festival strictly tied to a film archive institution (the
Cineteca di Bologna) and devoted to the presentation of newly
restored material.

1l cinema ritrovato originated in the mid-1980s, in the wake
of the 1978 FIAF congress at Brighton. It started roughly in
between the establishment of two other major archive film festi-
vals, the Pordenone Silent Film Festival (1982) and the short-
lived CinéMémoire in Paris (1991). Unlike Pordenone, however,
1l cinema ritrovato has never been solely devoted to silent cine-
ma, but showcases newly found or newly restored films from the
entire spectrum of film history. Moreover, it is important to
stress that since the beginning I/ cinema ritrovato has always
operated as part of an archival institution, the Cineteca di
Bologna. In fact, as Leonardo Quaresima (2009) writes, festivals
of archival films can be seen as a particular way for film archives
to handle the problem of exhibiting their own collections as
opposed to designing official year-long program schedules’.
Looking at I/ cinema ritrovato therefore enables us to further
investigate the role of a singular kind of festival as a link

hetween the nolicies of film archives and research institutione 7/

BB EX

growing event. On the contrary, the Cineteca considers them as
an autonomous research activity to be developed in collabora-
tion with other organizations and institutions charged with car-
ing for cultural and cinematic heritage, in both a national and

These conferences are deeply connected to the need and
attempt to provide an ever-increasing number of filmic and
extra-filmic materials; it is also clearly in relation to the new
accessibility and availability of films that the film festival model
(and, more precisely, the cinema ritrovaro model) takes shape
d consolidates.
As everyone is aware, it is more a qualitative than a quantita-,
tive availability. In other words, it is not just a matter ofgainingl
access to a film; more precisely, and beyond any idealisticl
approach, it concerns the awareness of access to a certain “ver-]
sion” of the film, to a certain “state” of the film resulting from,

physical deterioration, censorship, recutting or, as we will see,” @ o — —

restoration processes. In the frame of this stronger philological
awareness, the strategies adopted by the Cinema ritrovato film
festival are in tune with wider dynamics occurring within cine-
ma historiography.

In 1990, the series of reflections devoted to the issues around
the preservation and promotion of cinematic heritage were
clearly focused on the topic of film restoration. The title of the
international conference hosted that year—"Toward a Theory of
Film Restoration™—plainly signals the festival’s main interests

Film Festival/Film History: The Impact of Film Festivals
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